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Abstracts of Main Essays

On the Dual Pursuit of Marx’s Ecological View .
A Response to the Questioning of the Dark Green Thought

Han Zhe & Mu Yanjie

Marx demonstrated a truly profound and systematic ecological world view for mankind with his
analysis of “Ontological Pursuit” and “On Practice Pursuit” . To sum up, the relationship between the
dual pursuit of Marx’s ecological view is mutually supportive. The “Ontological Pursuit” undertakes the
task of explaining the world in the way of “pursuing human liberation” , and the “On Practice pursuit”
undertakes the task of changing the world in the way of “pursuing communism” . In current Western
academic community, a radical ecological view ( dark green trend) questions the dual pursuit of
ecological attributes and hopes to solve ecological crises by enhancing people’s ecological moral realm.
Therefore, by responding to the questioning of the dark green trend, on the one hand, it can be revealed
that “the dark green trend is an abstract ecological view that is detached from human practice and
history” ; on the other hand, it can demonstrate the dialectical unity of the Ontological Pursuit of Marx’s

ecological outlook and the pursuit of On Practice.

Contemporary Western Marxism’s Critique of Financialization .
The Temporalization of Financial Capital and the Extreme
Development of Monetary Proliferation
Niu Ziniu
Global capitalism has shown distinctive characteristics of financialization since the 1980s. Western
Marxists have developed rich critical theories of financialization through the “ philosophical-political
economic” interdisciplinary discourse. These theories, based on the logic of “ecrisis-fix”, analyzes the
temporalized operation of financial capital and interprets the inherent contradictions of contemporary
capitalism as a “temporal tension” . At the same time, it outlines the extreme development of the logic
of “monetary proliferation” in contemporary capitalism, indicating that the effect of capital is increasingly
deviating from the direction of “creating civilization” . However, these critical theories also have distinct
regional and national limitations, which prompts us to critically explore its practical significance for

contemporary China from the viewpoint of local experience.

Hegel and Peirce’s Anti-foundationalist View of Knowledge
Yang Xingfeng

Hegel’s contribution to the problem of knowledge (from the “society- reasoning-history” of tripartite
structure to explain knowledge) became the thought resource of Pittsburgh School. For the philosophers
(Sellars, Brandom and McDowell ), Hegel was regarded as a pragmatist. In fact, the anti-
foundationalism of Hegel’s philosophy on the problem of knowledge has been cited by “the father of
pragmatism” C. S. Peirce as “My philosophy is to revive Hegel. ” Peirce and Hegel are similar in their
anti-foundationalism of cognition, but there are also obvious differences in their philosophical
temperaments on this matter, which can be seen from these two aspects: From the perspective of the

cognitive subject, the differences show as “community of scientific inquiry” vs. “community of history
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and culture”; From the perspective of the aim of cognition, the differences show as “ consistent

interpretation of the structure of reality” vs. “spirit seeks self-knowledge” .

The Possibility of Supererogation
Tang Yingying

Supererogatory actions are typically defined as valuable but non-obligatory actions. The concept of
supererogation is faced with two difficulties; “the value overflow problem” and “the moral exemplar
problem” . While the value overflow problem concerns how a supererogatory action might possess extra
value besides the value of fulfilling moral obligations, the moral exemplar problem concerns how noble
agents might be justified in believing that the supererogatory actions are obligatory. In response to the
value overflow problem, by clarifying many conceptual confusions, the author proposes that the bearers of
the additional values of supererogatory actions are the virtues of the agents. In dealing with the moral
exemplar problem, by distinguishing two dimensions of evaluation, moral metaphysics and moral
decision-making, the author aims to argue that an agent might be justified, as far as moral decision-
making is concerned, in believing that their supererogatory actions, metaphysically speaking, are

obligatory.

Rousseau on Amour-propre and Freedom
Wang Xinghua

The relationship between amour-propre and freedom for Rousseau has been misread as rival,
namely, the rise of amour-propre leads to the loss of freedom, and eradicating amour-propre is necessary
for obtaining freedom. 1 try to make clear the proper relationship between amour-propre and freedom,
i. e. , when amour-propre manifests itself as a desire to have equal standing with others, one’s amour-
propre supports one’s freedom, and vice versa. This new understanding of amour-propre and freedom,
reveals the mutual relationship between moral psychology and political institution, and provides a solution

for how Rousseau can escape Isaiah Berlin’s accusation of him as a totolitarian.

Why Should We Study African Philosophy?

Wang Jun

African philosophy is not a systematic history of ideas consisting of a sequence of philosophers and
classical works, nor does it lack a system of concepts that can be passed on for discussion. Therefore,
the study of African philosophy so far does not constitute a systematic and complete academic history, but
rather a discussion around a number of concepts and issues. However, on the whole, the themes of
African philosophy, the underlying concepts, the modes of discussion, and the perspectives of issues are
very different from the philosophy we usually understand, which fully identifies the uniqueness of African
philosophy. This uniqueness makes African philosophy another “ other” relative to us, and the
intervention of this other dimension breaks the familiar binary system of comparing the East and the
West, which is of great significance for the self-understanding of Chinese philosophy and the redrawing of
the map of world philosophy in the context of globalization.



